
Pirate’s Treasure Chest!

The Pirate’s Treasure Chest 
project is a great gift for 
swashbucklers of all ages 

(including adults!).

This attractive chest will 
safely stow coinage, small 

collections or any other special 
“pirate” treasures, and makes a nice item 
for display on a wall shelf, bookcase or 
side table. 

The project uses just the 1/16 Carving Bit 
and the 1/8 Cutting Bit. No other bits are 
required. 

" 
" 

The finished dimensions are 
about: 8.875 W x 5.5 "  D x 5.25 " T.”  
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Main items you will need:

1) The Project Files (included):

• Treasure_Chest_Lid.mpc
• Treasure_Chest_Sides.mpc

2) Boards with the following dimensions: 
                
Lid:       0.75 "  x 9 "  x 24 "  
Sides:    0.75 "  x 11 "  x 24 ”    

NOTE: Do not use boards that are smaller 
than specified above unless using an 

appropriate jig. Larger boards are fine.

3) Brass clasp and brass hinges (page 6)

4) Sandpaper, wood glue, wood stain 
and/or paint and clear finish

5) A Dremel-type rotary tool with 
assorted sanding wheels and bits to sand 
small details and speed up preparation 
for finishing.

Cut these parts with your Table Saw:
Lid Base (not an mpc): 0.25 "  x 5.5"  x 8.875"    
Box Bottom (not an mpc): 0.5 "  x 4"   x 7"   



(cont.)

STEP 1
Start your Designer software and open the .mpc files. 
(fig. 1a)

All you need to do at this point is upload the project 
files to your memory card. (File/Upload). When you 
upload, you may or may not get a pop-up window for 
hidden or “Zero Carve” areas and an “Auto-Jig” 
warning message. (fig. 1b)
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“Ignore” because each board will be large enough that 
it won’t cause any problems at all. After each project is 
compiled, select “Best” or “Optimal” for the File 
Quality setting. 

Click “OK” and upload each mpc project file to your 
memory card. Insert the card into your machine and 
load a board that measures the appropriate dimension 
specified for each particular mpc (see page 1 for board 
dimensions). Turn on your machine and proceed with 
the standard project setup in Step 2...

STEP 2 - Running the MPC File(s)
You will see “Project Menu” on your LCD display. Press 
“1” and scroll to Treasure_Chest_Lid.mpc project, and 
press the green ENTER button to select it. Then follow 
the additional prompts....

• Stay Under Rollers - press 1) YES

• DO NOT RESIZE or SCALE the projects! If 
prompted, always keep the original size. No scaling!

• How To Place - press 1) Center

• Cut Board to Size?  - press 2) NO

If you do see the message(s), you may safely click on 

• Select Cutting Bit: 1/8 "Cutting - Press ENTER. The 
machine will move the bit holder to the center of the 
machine in preparation for the bit installation. 

• Load Bit:1/8 "Cutting - Insert your 1/8 " cutting bit, 
then press the green ENTER button. (homes, etc.)

• Select Carving Bit: 1/16 "Carving - Press the green 
ENTER button. (Moves to center of machine.)

• Load Bit: 1/16 "Carving - Remove the 1/8 " cutting 
bit, and insert your 1/16 " carving bit, then press the 
green ENTER button. After homing and finding surface, 
the machine will begin the carving process.

• After it is done carving, you will be prompted to load 
your 1/8 "cutting bit. Remove the 1/16 " carving bit, 
insert your 1/8 " cutting bit, then press the green ENTER 
button. The machine will now proceed to perform the 
cutouts. Remove the board when done.

Go ahead and run the Treasure_Chest_Sides.mpc 
following the same procedure as outlined above.

fig. 1a

fig. 1b
(cont.)

OR2 hrs. 53 min. 
BEST

4 hrs. 51 min.
OPTIMAL

Treasure_Chest_Lid.mpc

Pirate’s Treasure Chest!

OR2 hrs. 34 min. 
BEST

5 hrs. 29 min.
OPTIMAL

Treasure_Chest_Sides.mpc



STEP 4 - Assembly
Glue the two lid sections together. Clamp until dry. 
(fig. 4a,)

0.25 "  x 5.5"  x 8.875"   lid base panel to the lid 
assembly. Sand edges flush when dry. (fig. 4d, 4e) 

Sand the ends of the lid section assembly square. They 
are currently tapered due to the angle of the carving bit. 
Remove only enough material as necessary to make the 
ends square - no more than that. You can use coarse 
sandpaper and sanding block with the edge of a square 
work surface as a guide, or use a power sander. 
(fig. 4b)

Glue and clamp the end 
arches to the lid ends. 
(fig. 4c)

Glue the 

STEP 2 - Running the MPC File(s) (cont.)
Your boards will look something like this...(fig. 2)

STEP 3 - Separate Parts from Material
Separate the parts from the boards. Sand off tabs and 
undesirable toolmarks. (fig. 3a, 3b)
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(cont.)

fig. 2

(cont.)

Pirate’s Treasure Chest!

Treasure_Chest_Lid.mpc

Treasure_Chest_Sides.mpc

fig. 3b

Remove the 
parts from 
the boards

fig. 3a

Sand off tabs, fuzzies 
and undesirable 
toolmarks

fig. 4a

Glue the lid sections 
together. Clamp/weigh 
down until dry.

fig. 4b Sand by hand or use a power sander to sand ends 

fig. 4c

Glue the arches to 
the lid assembly 
and allow to dry

Glue the lid base to the bottom of the lid assembly. 
Sand all edges flush when dry.

fig. 4d fig. 4e



STEP 5 - Apply Finish
Remove the hinges, then apply your choice of finish. 
Here’s what I used on my Pirate’s Treasure Chest 
sample made from Select Pine. (fig. 5a, 5b, 5c, 5d, 5e):

• One coat thinned Bulls Eye SealCoat. Sanded again.
  (50/50 sealer and denatured alcohol) 
• Applied Rust-Oleum Golden Mahogany stain
• Two coats of gloss Krylon Clear Acrylic spray
• Painted Brass metallic paint on select areas
• Two coats of Smart Coat Clear Satin  (I like the 
  water-based Smart Coat as it does not dull metallics)

STEP 4 - Assembly (cont.)
Glue the front, back and sides to the 0.5 "  x 4"   x 7"    
box bottom. Clamp until dry. (fig. 4f, 4g)

e 
mindful of this when gluing the box together.

NOTE: The FRONT of the box is the panel with the 
middle flat area for the clasp. The little “foot” on each 
side panel keep the box from tipping back when 
opened and thus, must be at the back of the box. B

When dry, cut hinge mortises with a chisel and make 
pilot holes to install your choice of hinges. The hinges 
used for the sample fit nicely at the treasure chest 
“band” locations. 
(fig. 4g, 4h)
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(cont.)

Clamp the parts 
together until dry. I 
also used a pin nailer 
to tack parts together.

Glue the box parts 
together. Front, back 
then side panels. The 
interior of the panels 
are at 90° to the 
bottom. The front 
and back panel 
woodgrain is 
recessed in from the 
sides ends when 
positioned correctly.

Pirate’s Treasure Chest!

fig. 4f

fig. 4f

fig. 4f

fig. 4f

Cut hinge mortises

Make pilot holes for 
the screws, then 
install hinges.

Apply thinned 
SealCoat then 
sand when dry

Apply two coats of 
Krylon clear to seal 
stain

Paint brass areas

Apply Smart Coat Clear 

fig. 5a

fig. 5b

fig. 5c

fig. 5d

fig. 5e
(cont.)

Apply stain



(cont.)
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Step 6 - Final Assembly

IN CONCLUSION
I hope you enjoyed making your Pirate’s Treasure 
Chest! You can add a small brass padlock to lock up 
your valuable pirate “booty” if you like. I had several 
small padlocks that I saved from various suitcases over 
the years, and used one of those. 
 
Happy Carving!

Michael Tyler

Re-install the hinges and install the chest clasp. 
(fig. 6a, 6b)

Pirate’s Treasure Chest!

fig. 6a

fig. 6b

Re-install hinges

Install the front 
chest clasp
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Materials Source Page

• 3M Radial Bristle Discs from 
(stack 3 discs at a time on your rotary tool mandrel)
        80-grit: part # 4494A19
      220-grit: part # 4494A18

www.mcmaster.com

Rust-Oleum Ultimate Stain - Golden Mahogany
• Small Brass Clasp/Hasp
• 0.25 thick and 0.5 thick Clear Pine boards
• Disposable Brushes and Paint Rags

• Zinsser Bulls Eye SealCoat and Denatured Alcohol
• 

" " 

Items Purchased at Home Depot™ or Lowes™

GateHouse..... Model # 890277

Ives/Schlage...Model # C9110B3

Stanley............Model #CD5329

Same Clasp/Hasp available in
Several Different Brandnames

(5/8 "  x 1 7/8 " )
0.625 "  x 1.875 "   

Brainerd brass hinges

from 

Brainerd Part # 

 3/4" x 5/8" 

5075XC

www.hardwareworld.com

Krylon Clear Acrylic Spray

from WalMart™

Metallic Paint & Finishing supplies 
ordered from 

• Brass B metallic paint
• Smart Coat Clear Satin
 

www.sculptnouveau.com

NOTE: Direct weblinks and prices were valid at time of this writing, but can change at any time. If links don’t 
work, then try visiting the website’s home page and do a Search for the item to get directed to a current/valid page.

http://www.amazon.com/Darice-1-Piece-Round-Mirror-5-Inch/dp/B0018N272M/ref=sr_1_cc_1?s=aps&ie=UTF8&qid=1452460828&sr=1-1-catcorr&keywords=5%22+round+craft+mirror
http://www.hardwareworld.com
http://www.sculptnouveau.com
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RESOURCES...
There are numerous resources for the CarveWright/CompuCarve owner to make their experience with these 
machines much more enjoyable. 

Every owner should join the CarveWright User Forum (http://forum.carvewright.com/forum.php) where fellow 
users share their experiences and knowledge with these machines on a daily basis. It is a FREE service that you 
will surely appreciate. A handy Search Feature helps you find answers to any questions you may have.

Additional Resources

CarveWright Project Tutorial
www.carvewright.com

www.carvebuddy.com

https://store.carvewright.com/home.php?cat=263
https://store.carvewright.com/home.php?cat=263
http://www.carvewright.com
http://www.carvebuddy.com

